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ABSTRACT

Improving and upgrading the landscape and the quality of the urban
environment is one of the goals of urban planning and one of the
factors that improves the quality of the urban environment. But in
recent years urban furniture has received less attention from urban
planners and managers. Lack of special design, disregarding
ergonomics, design, suitable color, and lighting and lack of fit with
culture are the most important problems of urban furniture in Iranian
cities. The purpose of this research is to investigate the desirability
of urban furniture with an emphasis on pedestrian paths in Malekan
city. The present applied research uses a descriptive-analytical
method. The data were collected through the review of relevant texts
and articles, field and comparative surveys, questionnaires and
interviews with citizens, and data analysis in SPSS software and the
use of statistical tests of the sample T-Tech test and A factor analysis
model. The results of this research show that in the comparative
evaluation (evaluation of furniture with standards), the state of urban
furniture in properties is different from common standards in terms
of construction, design, location, and in many cases the standards
are not observed. Upon asking the citizens about the level of
satisfaction with the furniture in the studied area, it was revealed the
level of satisfaction is lower than the average. Finally, it is suggested
to consider that the urban furniture plays an important role in visual
appearance and urban vitality. More attention should be paid to
complying with rules and standards in the design and placement of
pedestrian furniture.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

It can be claimed that a city is a great work
of art, shaped by creators as large as its size
and as numerous as its inhabitants. The
ultimate goal of a city is to create a pleasant
and comfortable environment for the people
living there. Improving and upgrading the
landscape and the quality of the urban
environment is one of the goals of urban
planning and one of the factors that
improves the quality of the urban
environment. Nevertheless, in recent years,
urban furniture has received less attention
from urban planners and managers. The
uncontrolled expansion of many cities in
Iran, coupled with a growing population, has
diminished the ability of city officials to
effectively manage social dynamics and
address the aesthetic organization of urban
spaces. As a result, there have been instances
where precision has been sacrificed for
expediency, leading to a decline in the
preservation of identity and beauty—
particularly concerning urban furniture.
Lack of special design, application of taste,
disregarding ergonomics, design, suitable
color, and lighting and lack of harmony with
culture are the most important problems of
urban furniture in Iranian cities. In many
cities in the country, including the study
area, urban furniture faces issues and
problems such as inappropriate dispersion,
incorrect location and placement, lack of
environmental coordination, inappropriate
design, and failure to comply with the
necessary standards.

Methodology

The type of research is applied and it uses a
descriptive-analytical method. To analyze
and explain the prevailing intellectual
structure and its processes, the deductive
method has been used by adapting theories
to the existing reality. To this end, scientific
documents and studies, articles and books
have been used. Also, the inductive method
has generally been used to examine the
desirability of urban furniture in Malekan. In

fact, after extracting the standards and
criteria of urban furniture from reliable
sources of books and articles, the furniture
of the studied area was compared and
adapted to these standards and criteria.
Furthermore, to measure the level of citizen
satisfaction, a questionnaire and field
surveys  (observation, interview and
questionnaire) have been used. The data
have been analyzed in SPSS software, using
one-sample t-test and factor analysis. To
measure the reliability of the data,
Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used, and
was obtained as .81, which indicates the
reliability of the measuring instrument.

Results and discussion

The furniture in Malekan City suffers from
problems such as improper distribution (and
issues such as improper distances between
furniture elements such as benches, trash
cans, etc.), improper design (benches,
flooring, signs, etc.), lack of environmental
coordination, use of substandard materials,
and ultimately failure to comply with the
necessary standards (including uneven and
inappropriate sidewalk surfaces), etc. In
many cases, it suffers from weaknesses and
shortcomings. Field surveys also show that
the materials used in most benches are metal
or concrete and the lack of proper painting
and undesirable distribution along the
pedestrian traffic route have minimized the
possibility of use. The presence of
inappropriate garbage bins, irregular and
rusty painting in this city has left an
undesirable image, and the lack of
separation of wet and dry waste has led to an
unpleasant odor in some parts of the city.
Most of the signs and signals are not located
properly and are mostly installed between
trees or in places where drivers and
pedestrians have poor visibility. The lack of
proper foundations has led to the tilting of
the bases of some signs on the pedestrian
path. There is no bus stop in the entire city.
There is also a taxi stop on Moalem Street
and Valiasr Town. Moalem Street, due to its
proximity to the intersection of Imam Street,



causes traffic at some times of the day.
Ignoring some areas of the area, it can be
said that the type of flooring in this area is
almost desirable. The lighting of the
sidewalks (western side) has not been
installed properly, and in some areas there is
not enough lighting at night. The absence of
some urban elements in most parts of the
city, including in the green space and
bicycle parking, is clearly visible. The
materials used in the drinking fountains
mainly consist of metal valves that have
rusted and need to be addressed. In addition,
there are two drinking fountains in the entire
city that do not have proper ergonomics. In
addition, the results of statistical tests
indicate that citizens are not satisfied with
the furniture in the study area, and
satisfaction is below average. In general, it
can be said that the urban furniture of
Malekan is in an unfavorable condition.

Conclusion

The presence of appropriate and standard
urban furniture improves the quality of the
urban environment, vitality, joy, and
cheerfulness in urban spaces, and ultimately
leads to citizens' satisfaction with urban
spaces.
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