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ABSTRACT

Urban furniture is considered as a fundamental component of
urban space, whose quantity, quality, aesthetic appeal, comfort,
durability, and placement play a crucial role in achieving a
beautiful and healthy city. Beautification is one of the significant
factors of urban furniture. One factor that has received less
attention is the issue of color and identity within urban spaces. Its
appropriate design and context-sensitive application in parts of the
city known as urban spaces (such as parks, squares, pedestrian
walkways, commercial centers, etc.) significantly impact the
quality of urban life. The provision of urban furniture by various
managers and planners, alongside population growth and the
physical expansion of cities, aims to ensure the tranquility and
comfort of citizens. Beyond meeting physical needs, it can also
address the psychological, spiritual, and cultural needs of its
inhabitants. The objective of this research is to investigate and
evaluate the factors influencing the design and planning of urban
furniture in Zabol. This study is based on a combination of
descriptive-analytical methods, relying on library, documentary,
and field studies. The statistical population of this research is the
city of Zabol. Data analysis was performed using SPSS, the T-test,
the ARAS (Additive Ratio Assessment) decision-making model,
and ARC GIS software. The results from the ARAS model indicate
that District 2, with a coefficient of (1.000), received the highest
rank, while District 4, with a coefficient of (0.828), received the
lowest rank. Furthermore, the one-sample T-test revealed that the
overall state of urban furniture in Zabol is not at a desirable level.
Although the theoretical factors influencing the design of urban
furniture in Zabol have been identified, the current performance is
not evaluated as satisfactory due to reasons such as improper
implementation, neglect of climatic and visual considerations, and
the inequitable distribution of facilities. This study highlights the
necessity for a fundamental revision of the urban furniture
planning and design process in Zabol, emphasizing an integrated,
climate-responsive, and equitable approach.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Urban furniture is considered as one of the
constituent elements of urban spaces, whose
quantity, quality, aesthetics, comfort, durability,
and placement play a fundamental role in
achieving a beautiful and healthy city.
Beautification is one of the important factors of
urban furniture. One factor that has received
less attention is the issue of color and identity in
urban spaces. Its appropriate design and proper
application in the environment significantly
impact the quality of urban life in parts of the
city we refer to as urban spaces (such as parks,
squares, sidewalks, commercial centers, etc.).
The provision of urban furniture by various
managers and planners, alongside population
growth and the physical expansion of cities, for
the tranquility and comfort of citizens, can—in
addition to meeting physical needs—also
address the psychological, spiritual, and cultural
needs of its residents. Accordingly, emphasizing
the use of indigenous elements, local materials,
colors harmonious with the environment, and
design patterns aligned with local culture in
formulating urban furniture design standards is
essential. It is believed that through the
intelligent use of the simplest local resources, it
is possible to create pleasant, efficient, and
soothing public spaces that, in addition to
meeting functional needs, also contribute to
strengthening the spatial identity and cultural-
environmental sustainability of cities. Given the
above, the current state of urban furniture in
Zabol and the objective of the present research
is to evaluate the factors influencing the design
and planning of urban furniture, seeking to
answer the fundamental question: What is the
status of evaluating the factors influencing the
design and planning of urban furniture in
Zabol?

Methodology

This research is based on a combination of
descriptive-analytical methods, drawing on
library, documentary, and field studies. The
statistical population of this study is the city of
Zabol. Data analysis was performed using
SPSS, the T-test, the ARAS decision-making
model, and ARC GIS software.

Results and discussion

The results indicated that while morphological
components and sense of identity had a positive
impact, this impact was evaluated as limited. On
the other hand, despite being statistically
significant, the components of general and
visual perception, as well as climatic factors,
did not have a favorable influence on the design
and planning of urban furniture in Zabol. This

suggests that the current design approach has
not paid sufficient attention to aesthetic aspects,
environmental legibility, and adaptation to the
region's harsh climatic conditions (such as wind
and intense solar radiation). The fact that the
climatic and general and visual perception
components are in a completely unfavorable
state is highly revealing. With its specific and
harsh climate (120-day winds, intense sunlight,
dust), Zabol requires urban furniture that is not
only resistant to these factors but also provides
climatic comfort for its citizens (e.g., adequate
shading, materials resistant to wind and sand
erosion). The unfavorable status of these
components may be attributed to the use of
designs copied from other climates, the
selection of inappropriate materials, and the
lack of budget prioritization for climate-
adaptive furniture. Similarly, poor visual
perception (meaning legibility, aesthetics)
indicates a neglect of citizens' user experience
and an absence of identity in the urban space.
The ARAS model results showed that Zone 2,
with a coefficient (1.000), received the highest
rank, while Zone 4, with a coefficient (0.828),
received the lowest rank. Furthermore, a one-
sample t-test revealed that the overall condition
of urban furniture in Zabol is not at a desirable
level. Although the theoretical factors
influencing the design of urban furniture in
Zabol have been identified, due to reasons such
as improper implementation, neglect of climatic
and visual considerations, and inequitable
distribution  of  facilities, the  current
performance is not evaluated favorably. This
study highlights the necessity for a fundamental
revision in the urban furniture planning and
design process in Zabol, emphasizing an
integrated, climate-responsive, and equitable
approach.

Conclusion

It can be argued that the overall state of urban
furniture design and planning in the city of
Zabol is not at a desirable level. Although the
influence of all factors is theoretically
confirmed, their practical and objective
performance in Zabol has been weak and
insufficient. To enhance the quality of the urban
environment, it is essential for urban planners
and designers to adopt a comprehensive and
context-sensitive approach, paying greater
attention to identity criteria, morphology
consistent with the local culture, citizens' visual
perception, and especially the climatic
considerations  of  this  specific  region.
Collectively, they must avoid a one-size-fits-all
approach across all areas of the city.
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