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ABSTRACT

With the emergence of multiple social, cultural, economic, physical, and
environmental crises in cities across the world during the second half of the
twentieth century the desirability of urban space, particularly in developing
countries, has declined. Accordingly, in recent years this issue has become
one of the most fundamental topics within the fields of human and
environmental studies. The evaluation of urban space quality is undertaken
not only on the basis of the objective environment but also according to
individuals’ perceptions of the environment to which they belong. In this
regard, the present study aims to assess the desirability of the urban space
of Sarab. The research is applied in nature and employs a descriptive—
analytical method. Data were collected through a survey using a
questionnaire. Sarab has a population of approximately 45,031 people, and
based on Cochran’s formula, 380 questionnaires were randomly distributed
among citizens over 15 years of age. The research components include
environmental (13 items), accessibility and comfort (14 items), aesthetics
and identity representation (13 items), and security (10 items). SPSS
software was used for data analysis, employing statistical tests including the
one-sample t-test, one-way ANOVA, stepwise regression, and Tukey’s test.
The findings reveal that the status of Sarab across all examined
components—environmental (2.90), accessibility and comfort (2.49),
aesthetics and identity representation (2.62), and security (2.94)—was
below the average threshold, namely the value of 3. Regarding the research
components, the results indicate that the security component, with a beta
value of 0.179, carries relatively greater importance in shaping the
desirability of urban spaces in Sarab, whereas the aesthetics and identity
representation component, with a beta value of 0.060, holds the least
significance. Overall, the urban space of Sarab does not exhibit a desirable
condition in terms of desirability. Therefore, urban managers and planners
in Sarab must, through proper and efficient management, take measures to
enhance the desirability of urban space and thereby ensure the welfare,
comfort, and security of citizens.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Urban spaces, as one of the most prominent
areas of expression of identity, culture and
civilization, are considered a suitable
platform  for finding a relatively
comprehensive perspective on the life
quality of the residents of any society and are
considered as a fundamental feature in the
growth and development of the city.
Creating desirable and optimal, democratic
and popular urban spaces has been one of the
most important issues that humans have
faced in relation to urban communities and
their surrounding environment since ancient
times. Humans created urban spaces in the
form of streets and squares so that they could
create a favorable platform for greater
interaction with their fellow humans and
achieve comfort and peace in their shelter.
The quality of an urban space is the result of
the components that by identifying the
functions and appropriate effects of each of
them on the space, solutions can be
presented to improve the quality of urban
spaces. It can be said that spatial quality,
especially in the public space of the city, has
the highest impact on urban culture. The city
space has the greatest connection with
people and the living environment, and thus
has a significant role in giving identity and a
sense of peace to citizens. Urban spaces have
two physical and non-physical dimensions.
Also, physical space has two dimensions,
man-made and natural, and the non-physical
space, or the social dimension of space
which includes two social and cultural
environments. It is obvious that the quality
and desirability of urban life is considered an
essential issue for all cities. Those cities that
improve the quality of life for their citizens
experience a higher level of development
and prosperity. In cities where there is a
strong awareness and understanding of
public space, by providing sufficient street
space, green spaces, parks, recreational
facilities, and other public spaces, the life
quality of citizens is greatly improved.

Methodology

The present research is an applied
descriptive-analytical ~ study.  Library,
documentary and field studies will be used
to collect data, and citizens' opinions
(questionnaire) will be used to evaluate the
desirability of Sarab's urban space. The
Cochran formula will be used to determine
the sample size and sampling method, and
the Cronbach's alpha test will be used for the
reliability of the questionnaire. In addition,
one-sample t-tests, stepwise regression and
one-way analysis of variance have been used
to analyze the questionnaire data.

Results and discussion

Statistical analyses show that the
significance level of all components is less
than 0.001. The average of all components
was also 2.72, which is lower than the base
value of 3. Thus, it can be concluded that
Sarab urban spaces are not in a suitable
condition in terms of desirability.
Comparing the components using statistical
tests shows that the environmental and
security components have relatively more
favorable conditions than the components of
accessibility-comfort and beauty-
representation of identity. According to one-
way analysis of variance, both components
were placed in the same group. The security
component has the highest average
desirability with a value of 2.94 compared to
other components. In this regard, factors
related to providing security and public
order have favorable conditions, which is
largely due to the provision of desirable
security in the city by the military and law
enforcement forces and the culture
prevailing in the city. The environmental
component is ranked next with an average of
2.90. Some factors related to the
environmental component also indicate
citizens' satisfaction with the natural
dimensions of the aforementioned
component. The beauty and identity
representation component is in a separate
group with an average of 2.62. In terms of
the aforementioned component, Sarab city
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does not have an acceptable desirability. The
accessibility and comfort component with an
average of 2.49 has the lowest average
among the desirability components.

Conclusion

Nowadays, the desirability of urban spaces
is one of the most important concerns of
urban managers and planners. Cities are
dynamic phenomena and are constantly
changing and transforming over time. Over
time, the desirability of urban spaces may
increase as a result of appropriate policies,
and conversely, they may decline and wither
due to the lack of proper planning and
policies. The quality and desirability of
urban spaces affect many aspects of urban
life, such as economic and social
characteristics. As a result, one of the major
plans of urban managers should be to

maintain the vitality and continuously
improve the desirability of urban spaces.
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