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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

This study aims to conduct a scientometric analysis and examine
research trends in Good Urban Governance from 2000 to 2025.
Bibliographic data were extracted from the Web of Science database
using specialized keywords in titles, abstracts, and keywords. After
applying inclusion and exclusion criteria, 1,357 articles were
selected. Data were analyzed using scientometric methods, scientific
collaboration network analysis, and VOSviewer software. Findings
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The rapid pace of urbanization, particularly in
developing  countries, has fundamentally
transformed the landscape of urban management
and governance. Over the past few decades, the
world has witnessed an unprecedented shift
toward urban living, with more than half of the
global population now residing in cities. This
demographic transformation has brought with it
a multitude of complex challenges that demand
sophisticated approaches to urban governance.
Among these challenges, the concept of Good
Urban Governance has emerged as a critical
framework for understanding and addressing the
multifaceted issues confronting contemporary
cities. Good Urban Governance encompasses
principles of transparency, accountability,
participation, effectiveness, and equity in the
management of urban affairs. It provides a
comprehensive lens through which
policymakers, researchers, and practitioners can
examine the dynamics of urban development and
identify pathways toward more sustainable and
inclusive cities. In the context of developing
countries, the realization of Good Urban
Governance  faces particularly  daunting
obstacles. Cities in these regions are often
characterized by stark spatial inequalities, where
access to basic services, infrastructure, and
opportunities is unevenly distributed across
urban populations. Environmental degradation,
including air pollution, inadequate waste
management, and the loss of green spaces, poses
significant threats to the health and well-being of
urban residents. Economic instability and the
persistent challenge of providing adequate
employment opportunities further compound
these difficulties, creating an environment where
effective governance becomes increasingly
elusive. Moreover, the weakness of citizen
participation mechanisms means that the voices
of marginalized communities are often excluded
from decision-making processes, perpetuating
cycles of exclusion and inequity. Despite the
growing importance of Good Urban Governance
in academic and policy discourse, there remains
a notable gap in the literature regarding
comprehensive scientometric analyses of this
field. While individual studies have examined
specific aspects of urban governance, there has
been limited systematic effort to map the overall
intellectual structure of the field, identify
research trends, and uncover collaboration
patterns among scholars and institutions. This
gap is particularly significant given the rapidly
evolving nature of urban challenges and the need
for evidence-based approaches to governance

reform. Understanding how research in this
domain has developed over time, which themes
have received the most attention, and how
scholarly networks have formed can provide
valuable insights for future research directions
and policy interventions. This study addresses
this gap by conducting a comprehensive
scientometric analysis of the literature on Good
Urban Governance. The research spans the
period from 2000 to 2025, a timeframe that
captures the evolution of urban governance
discourse from its early conceptualizations to its
current manifestations in the era of smart cities
and digital governance. By examining the entire
corpus of relevant scholarly output indexed in the
Web of Science database, this study aims to
provide a bird's-eye view of the field's
development, its thematic contours, and its
collaborative structures.

Methodology

The present study employs a scientometric
approach to analyze the research landscape of
Good Urban Governance. Scientometrics, as a
field, utilizes quantitative methods to assess the
production, dissemination, and impact of
scientific knowledge. This methodological
framework is particularly well-suited for
examining large bodies of literature and
identifying patterns that might not be apparent
through traditional qualitative reviews. The data
for this study were collected from the Web of
Science database, which is widely recognized as
one of the most authoritative sources for
scholarly literature in the social sciences and
beyond. The search strategy was designed to
capture all relevant publications addressing
Good Urban Governance published between
2000 and 2025. After applying inclusion criteria
and removing duplicates, a final corpus of 1,357
articles was assembled for analysis. This sample
represents a substantial portion of the scholarly
output in this domain and provides a robust
foundation for drawing meaningful conclusions.
The collected bibliographic data underwent a
rigorous process of purification and validation to
ensure accuracy and completeness. This process
involved checking for inconsistencies in author
names, institutional affiliations, and publication
details. Following data cleaning, a battery of
scientometric techniques was applied to extract
meaningful insights from the dataset. These
techniques included the analysis of publication
trends over time, the identification of prolific
authors and institutions, the examination of
citation patterns, and the mapping of intellectual
clusters within the field. A central component of
the methodology was the construction and
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analysis of scientific collaboration networks.
These networks visualize the relationships
among co-authors, institutions, and countries,
revealing the structure of scholarly cooperation
in the field. Network analysis metrics, including
degree centrality, betweenness centrality, and
clustering coefficients, were employed to
identify key players and bridge actors in the
collaboration landscape. The visualization of
collaboration networks and thematic clusters was
accomplished using VOSviewer software, a
widely-used tool for bibliometric mapping and
analysis. VOSviewer enables the creation of
intuitive visual representations of complex
relational data, facilitating the interpretation of
patterns and structures. Thematic clustering was
performed using co-word analysis, which
identifies groups of frequently co-occurring
keywords and terms, thereby revealing the major
thematic concentrations within the literature. The
analytical framework also incorporated temporal
analysis to track the evolution of research themes
over the study period. This longitudinal
perspective allows for the identification of
emerging topics and declining areas of interest,
providing insights into the dynamic nature of
scholarly attention in the field.

Results and discussion

The analysis of publication trends revealed a
substantial growth in scholarly output on Good
Urban Governance over the study period. The
number of annual publications increased
markedly from the early 2000s to the mid-2020s,
reflecting the rising global interest in urban
governance issues. This growth trajectory aligns
with broader patterns in urban studies research
and underscores the increasing recognition of
governance as a critical determinant of urban
sustainability and livability. Thematic analysis of
the literature identified six major research
clusters that have dominated scholarly attention
in the field. The first and perhaps most prominent
cluster centers on governance and urban
management, encompassing studies that examine
the institutional arrangements, policy
frameworks, and administrative mechanisms
through which cities are governed. This cluster
includes  research  on  decentralization,
metropolitan governance, and the role of local
governments in urban development. The second
major cluster focuses on sustainability and urban
development, reflecting the growing integration
of environmental considerations into governance
discourse. Studies in this cluster examine the
relationship between governance quality and
environmental outcomes, including efforts to
promote green urbanism, sustainable

transportation, and climate-resilient cities. The
third research cluster addresses citizen
participation and civic engagement, recognizing
the fundamental importance of democratic
participation in legitimate and effective
governance. This cluster encompasses studies on
participatory planning, citizen engagement
mechanisms, and the role of civil society in urban
governance. The fourth cluster is concerned with
social justice and equity, examining how
governance processes and outcomes relate to
distributional fairness and social inclusion.
Research in this area investigates spatial
inequalities, environmental justice, and the
governance of diversity in urban settings. The
fifth cluster captures the intersection of
technology and smart urbanization with
governance, reflecting the transformative
potential of digital technologies for urban
management. Studies in this cluster examine
smart city initiatives, e-governance, digital
participation platforms, and the use of data
analytics in urban decision-making. Finally, the
sixth cluster encompasses emerging research
domains that represent newer areas of scholarly
inquiry, including topics such as pandemic
resilience, post-conflict urban recovery, and the
governance of informal settlements. The analysis
of collaboration networks revealed significant
patterns in the structure of scholarly cooperation.
International collaboration was found to be
substantial, with strong ties among researchers
from North American, European, and Asian
institutions. However, the analysis also
highlighted certain asymmetries in collaboration
patterns, with researchers from developing
countries being relatively less integrated into
global networks. Within-country collaboration,
particularly within individual universities and
research centers, was also prominent, suggesting
the presence of strong institutional research
communities. The identification of influential
authors and institutions provided insights into the
intellectual leadership within the field. Several
scholars were found to have made particularly
significant contributions, both in terms of
publication volume and citation impact.
Similarly, a number of universities and research
institutions emerged as major centers of research
activity, hosting prolific research groups and
facilitating the exchange of ideas and expertise.
The temporal analysis of research themes
revealed interesting patterns of emergence and
evolution. Topics related to smart cities and
digital governance showed particularly rapid
growth in the latter part of the study period,
coinciding  with  broader  technological
transformations and the increasing availability of
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urban data. Sustainability and resilience themes
also gained prominence over time, reflecting the
growing urgency of environmental and climate
challenges in urban contexts. Despite the
substantial body of research identified, the
analysis also revealed several notable research
gaps. First, there appears to be a relative scarcity
of integrated models that simultaneously address
justice,  sustainability, —and  governance
effectiveness. Most studies tend to focus on
individual dimensions, leaving the interactions
and trade-offs among these goals underexplored.
Second, the literature on citizen participation,
while extensive, has paid limited attention to
innovative participation mechanisms enabled by
digital technologies and the conditions under
which such mechanisms can enhance democratic
governance. Third, the localization and
contextual adaptation of governance models
remain understudied, with most research drawing
on frameworks developed in Western contexts
and applying them to other settings without
adequate consideration of local conditions.

Conclusion

This study has provided a comprehensive
scientometric analysis of the research landscape
on Good Urban Governance, spanning the period
from 2000 to 2025. By examining a substantial
corpus of scholarly literature indexed in the Web
of Science, the research has mapped the
intellectual structure of the field, identified
dominant themes and emerging areas, and
analyzed patterns of scientific collaboration. The
findings contribute to a better understanding of
how research on urban governance has evolved
and where future efforts might be directed. The
identification of six major research clusters—
governance and urban management,
sustainability and urban development, citizen
participation, social justice, technology and
smartization, and emerging domains—provides a
useful framework for categorizing the diverse
contributions to the field. The analysis of
collaboration networks reveals both the strengths
and limitations of current scholarly cooperation,
highlighting opportunities for strengthening
international partnerships and enhancing the
integration of researchers from diverse regions.

The research gaps identified in this study point to
several promising directions for future inquiry.
The development of integrated models that
bridge justice, sustainability, and governance
effectiveness represents a particularly important
frontier, given the interconnected nature of these
challenges in contemporary cities. Similarly, the
exploration ~ of  innovative  participation
mechanisms and their potential to enhance
democratic  governance warrants  further
investigation, especially as digital technologies
continue to reshape the possibilities for civic
engagement. Finally, efforts to localize and
contextualize governance models, drawing on
the experiences of cities in diverse settings, can
enrich the theoretical foundations and practical
relevance of urban governance research. The
findings of this study have implications for both
researchers and policymakers. For researchers,
the mapping of the field's intellectual structure
can inform research design and positioning,
helping scholars to identify underexplored areas
and opportunities for contribution.  For
policymakers, particularly those engaged in
urban governance reform, the insights into
research trends and collaboration patterns can
inform evidence-based decision-making and the
adoption of promising governance approaches.
Ultimately, this study contributes to the broader
goal of advancing Good Urban Governance and,
through it, the pursuit of sustainable, equitable,
and livable cities for all.
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